FINAL ABSORPTION IN JAGANNATH
felt impelled to give up his life in the attempt to lessen the
pangs of their poverty. He appeared to be moved by the
idea that while the Devil of Poverty with his fierce teeth
and nails was so cruelly tearing out the entrails of the
people, their hearts could not be expected to be brought to
the path of spirituality, they could not be expected to be-
able to recognise the God of Love, Beauty and Bliss and
to offer love and devotion to Him. If the poor hungry
naked people bitten by the winter-chill and scorched by
the summer-sun found in their actual life that there was
nobody to sympathise with them actively, nobody to take
note of how miserably they were passing their days and
nights, nobody to come down voluntarily from his position
of comfort and enjoyment for providing them with a
fragment of bread or a piece of cloth or a thatched cottage
to take shelter in, how could they be reasonably expected
to sustain the belief that the eternally blissful Lord of the
universe had a bit of mercy for them in any corner of His
infinite heart, that He would come down from His all-
transcending height of glory to respond to their prayer and
deliver them from their distress, that Love for all was an
essential constituent of His glorious character, and that the
world was really full of expressions of His love and mercy,
beauty and bliss, goodness and greatness ? If they could
nowhere feel the touch of Divinity in this life or if the
Divine government of the world meant the conditions in
which they lived, on what ground should they believe that
there was a perfectly good and benevolent God at the
centre of this system of the universe? With what hope
should they pray to God and try to cultivate the attitude
of reverence and worship towards Him ? It was no wonder
that the poorest countries were not only economically poor,
but also morally and spiritually poor. God-loving men
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